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00 Introduction 

Does Our God Use Evil? 
- Habakkuk One -
Very little is known about Habakkuk except that he is a prophet of God and that he was incredibly prayerful. He was searching for answers concerning life"s difficult questions. Habakkuk chapter one describes God"s use of wicked nations to punish other people. Even though man may not understand why God does this we must remember His sovereignty and man"s responsibility to Him. The book of Habakkuk deals with many of the hard questions of the Bible. The book of Habakkuk is a struggle as the prophet goes boldly to God to discuss matters that he does not understand. During Habakkuk"s day the people were very wicked, chaos reigned and justice was non-existent. Habakkuk felt that he had cried and cried for justice and yet he could not understand why God was still silent. Habakkuk had prayed to God for some extended time concerning the wrong-doing and injustice of the land. He described the evils of his day with words like iniquity, grievance, spoiling, strife and contention. Habakkuk prayed for God to set the matter straight but he felt that God was not answering.

God told Habakkuk that He was doing something already! He said, "Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvellously: for I will work a work in your days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you." God would bring the Chaldeans against the Jews to destroy them. He knew that the Chaldeans were a wicked people. They were simply a strong military force that God would use to punish the wrongs of His own people. The Chaldeans were arrogant, despiteful and blood-thirsty. They trusted in their own strength. The fact that God would use this wicked nation to punish His people was not at all what Habakkuk expected. When we pray we must expect God to answer with what is best, though it might not necessarily be what we expected. Habakkuk saw God as eternal and wondered how He could use a wicked nation to accomplish His purpose. We must remember the sovereignty of God and have complete faith that He will always do what is best.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-4
Habakkuk"s complaint concerning evil -- Habakkuk 1:1-4 : Habakkuk identified himself simply as "the prophet." He wrote, "The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see." (Habakkuk 1:1) He was given a message from God and that message was written in this little book. The prophet had great respect for the Almighty and for His revelation. Habakkuk lamented the corruption and violence that was going on in Judah. He had been praying to God for help. Now he asked God, "How long, LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, "Violence!" but you do not save?" The prophet knew that Judah had just gone too far to avoid God"s judgment and he wondered when God would do something. He lamented the horrible spiritual condition of God"s people. He had watched terrible injustice. He was concerned that God allowed violence, lawlessness, crime, and cruelty to continue and to spread everywhere. The people had become careless both in the practice and the enforcement of the Law. Habakkuk felt that justice was lost in all of the wickedness. The criminals had crowded out honest people and God's Laws were both twisted and ignored.

Verses 5-11
God answered Habakkuk"s complaint -- Habakkuk 1:5-11 : God assured Habakkuk that He was busy doing something about the situation that was so much bothering him. He told the prophet that he would be amazed at was already happening. In fact even if God told him what He was doing Habakkuk would never believe what was taking place right then. Many prophecies had dual application. Paul quoted this same verse and applied it to what Jesus did to bring salvation to mankind. "Behold, ye despisers, and wonder, and perish: for I work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you." (Acts 13:41) God told Habakkuk that he was sending the Chaldeans or the Babylonians through Israel to conquer cities and towns. They were a fierce and cruel people set on destruction. They would take possession of the entire country. These Chaldeans were fearsome and frightening. They made their own rules and did as they pleased. They were swift and ferocious and would come quickly to destroy. They would make fun of rulers and laugh at fortresses. The people of Israel would be gathered like handfuls of sand. The Chaldean army would come against the people of God without fear. In all of this the Chaldeans would make one tragic mistake, that of giving praise to their gods for overcoming Israel. They did not recognize that the Almighty God caused this to happen.

Verses 12-14
Habakkuk replied to God -- Habakkuk 1:12-14 : Habakkuk addressed God on behalf of the people. In this appeal to God he contrasted God's power and purity with what God was doing with the destructive work of the evil Babylonian army. Habakkuk recognized God as holy and also as Lord. He knew that God is eternal. The prophet understood that the nation of Judah would not cease but that they would face severe punishment. They were safe from total destruction because God had promised to bring the Messiah to earth through those people. The Babylonians would be used to correct the evils of the Jews. Habakkuk knew that God can not stand sin and iniquity, even though He sees everything, right or wrong. The prophet is impatient and he wonders how God could sit ideally by while the Babylonians devour a people that are better than they are. The prophet felt that the Jews could easily be destroyed by the Babylonians. They had no strong spiritual leader to guide them, nor did they have a strong defense to protect them. Without the protection of God the people could be as easily be taken captive, just as fish could be caught.

Verses 15-17
Habakkuk saw a terrible destruction -- Habakkuk 1:15-17 : Habakkuk saw the Chaldeans dealing with the Jews like fish being caught in a net and consumed. The enemy would come and destroy and take them captive with hooks and nets. Some would be taken captive one by one while others Jews would be taken away in groups. The Chaldeans rejoiced and congratulated themselves on their victory over Judah. The enemy could only see their might and their power. They did not realize that God"s hand was in this matter. They looked at the net, their power and might, as their god. They thought they had gained the victory on their own. They celebrate their strength and victory with a banquet "because by them their portion is fat, and their meat plenteous." They did not know nor understand that God was using them to punish his people. Habakkuk asked God how long He was going to allow the Chaldeans to continue their wicked punishment of Israel. "Shall they therefore empty their net, and not spare continually to slay the nations?" (Habakkuk 1:17) When the punishment was sufficient Babylon would not be permitted to continue her wicked dealing with God"s people.

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
Write The Vision Plainly
- Habakkuk Two -
The book of Habakkuk records several brief conversations between the prophet and God concerning the spiritual state of God"s people. Habakkuk learned that he must wait in faith for God"s judgment against the Chaldeans. Let us learn never to be impatient with God. He will deal with all things in His own time. Those that serve God faithfully will never be disappointed by the final outcome. The just shall by faith, holding on to the promises of the Creator, even though the performance of those promises may be deferred. Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted three times in the New Testament. It is in Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11 and Hebrews 10:38. Those that live by faith persevere to the end because of this strong relationship with the Creator. Habakkuk recognized the doom of those that rebel against God. Israel was led captive because of her personal sins. Now the Chaldeans would face their own punishment. They were filled with pride and drunkenness. They were a violent and dishonest nation. Their ill gotten wealth and their violence caused their spiritual journey to be slowed and the people to be dirty inside.

The Chaldean people had concern for getting wealth, saving it and spending it for selfish purposes. They gave no thought to others or to their accountability to God concerning their wealth. God"s law says, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." (Galatians 6:7) They failed to remember that what is gotten by violence from others is often taken away by violence by others. Covetousness and greed brings God"s curse upon us. What is gotten by fraud and injustice will bring poverty and ruin to us. When we wrong others we do much more harm to ourselves. At the close of Habakkuk two God again pronounced a severe woe against both drunkenness and against the folly of worshipping idols. Habakkuk wrote, "The LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him." (Habakkuk 2:20) Literally the message was, "Hush and listen to God."

Verses 1-11
Woe to those that are greedy and covetous -- Habakkuk 2:1-11 : After Habakkuk spoke his second message he said he would stand guard on the watchtower and wait for the Lord"s answer. He would stand boldly before God, hear God"s response to his complaint then he would answer again. Habakkuk was asking God "Where are you?" God answered by saying "I am here raising up a wicked nation to punish Judah." Habakkuk responded by asking, "How can you do that?" God told Habakkuk that He would use the wicked nation to punish His people but He would judge the Chaldeans also. God"s justice will come upon those wicked people as well. God is always fair in His dealings. It is not man"s place to question the Sovereign God of the universe!

God wanted what He had to say plainly understood. He told Habakkuk to "Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it." In other words He said; write it clearly enough to be read at a glance. The vision is this little book that we know as Habakkuk. The prophet"s concerned was that God delayed His judgment. God assured Habakkuk that in the end He would set the matter straight. Five times in Habakkuk two, God pronounced a "woe" upon those guilty of transgression. The first two woes had to do with greed and covetousness. "Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his!" (Habakkuk 2:6) "Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house." (Habakkuk 2:9) Those that had made their families rich at the expense of others were doomed. "Woe" is a word of coming calamity. It seemed that these wicked people were winning, but they still had to face their judgment and the consequences of their own sins. If we ask, "Does your God punish evildoers?" Then the answer is a strong "Yes." God pronounced these woes upon the Chaldeans, because of their pride and their self-seeking ambitions.

Verses 12-14
Woe to those that are use violence -- Habakkuk 2:12-14 : The Chaldeans were doomed because they built their nation on violence and blood shed. They would conquer a nation, kill its people and take any possession they desired. They used violence to accomplish their own means. They terrorized other cities and nations with their brutality. A statement from Solomon in Proverbs 4:17 well describes the Chaldeans. "For they eat the bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of violence." They would have done well to remember that "The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth." (Psalms 11:5) To the Chaldeans God said, "You are doomed! You built a city on crime and violence." The All-powerful God sends up in flames what nations and people work so hard to gain, especially those things that were gained through wicked means. Those that are covetousness or the ones that are eager for worldly pursuits labor in the very fire. The labor for such things is all in vain when the Lord sends punishment upon them for a lack of godliness.

Habakkuk wrote, "Just as water fills the sea, the land will be filled with people who know and honor the LORD." The earth would see the destruction that God brought upon the powerful Chaldean nation. God would be honored as being impartial in His judgment and irresistible in His power. Job said that God would show His furious anger against all that are proud and evil. They would all be thrown down and crushed. (Job 40:11-12) One purpose of the gospel and the preaching of it is, "to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." (2 Corinthians 4:6) God created the world for His glory and in every situation God"s glory will be seen. It may not happen on man"s timetable, but rest assured that it will happen. Righteousness in all things is what accomplishes that which God had in mind when He created the world. 8

Verses 15-17
Woe to those that seek pleasure at the expense of others - Habakkuk 2:15-17 : God told the Chaldeans, "You are doomed! You get your friends drunk, just to see them naked. Now you will be disgraced instead of praised. The LORD will make you drunk, and when others see you naked, you will lose their respect. You destroyed trees and animals on Mount Lebanon; you were ruthless to towns and people everywhere. Now you will be terrorized." (Habakkuk 2:15-17) At a party these people would get their neighbor drunk so they could exploit and use them as objects of pleasure. Observe the vivid picture of the sins of (1) Drunkenness, (2) Sexual perversion, and (3) Immodesty.

Drunkenness was one of the major things that led to the fall of Babylon. In Daniel five we see one such drunken party. "Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. In the same hour came forth fingers of a man"s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king"s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote." (Daniel 5:1-5) The message written on the wall for Belshazzar had three parts, (1) God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it, (2) Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting, and (3) Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. (Daniel 5:25-28) Drunkenness opens the doors for many other evils.

Verses 18-20
Woe to those that worship idols -- Habakkuk 2:18-20 : The Chaldeans were a pagan nation. They were deeply involved in idol worship. God again warned about the foolishness of idolatry. He said an idol is merely a false god. He asked the people why they would trust in speechless image that had been made from wood or metal by human hands. What could they learn from such idols? The idols were covered with silver or gold but they can not even breathe. God said, "Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach!" Pity anyone that says to an idol "Get up and do something!" There is but one true and living God. Idols are dead thing but Jehovah is the one true and living God. Jeremiah pictured the folly of idolatry by describing the actions of the people. First, they cut the tree out of the forest. They hew the idol with their hands. They deck it with silver and with gold. They fasten it with a nail so that it will not fall over. Their god can not speak. If it needs to be moved someone has to move it. Jeremiah"s conclusion was, "Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good." (Jeremiah 10:1-5)

The reality that all must grasp is, "The LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth be silent before Him." (Habakkuk 2:20) God"s message to Habakkuk and to us is basically, "Hush, and listen to God." "Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. Let the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with his truth." (Psalms 96:11-13) God will exonerate Himself someday and people will know that He is God!

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
Waiting Patiently On The Lord
- Habakkuk Three -
Habakkuk is a dialog between the prophet and God. There are five brief exchanges recorded in the book. Habakkuk saw the wickedness of the people and he asked God where He was and why He was not doing something about the situation. In the second part God told the prophet that He was raising up the Chaldeans that would conquer the Jews. In the third part of the book Habakkuk asked God how He could use a nation more wicked than the Jews to bring punishment on His own people. In the fourth exchange God assured Habakkuk that all the wicked will be judged, including the Chaldeans. God pronounced five woes upon them for their evil. The book closes with the fifth discourse as Habakkuk responded to God"s assertion of coming judgment.

Habakkuk stood before God in deep devotion. He asked the Lord"s to revive His work among the people and punish the wicked Chaldeans. The prayer of the prophet was that which should be the prayer of us all, a prayer for mercy. Troubles will come. When they do it is good to remember how God has helped you and blessed you in the past. If Jehovah delivered in the past He will use His power to help today. The very course of nature was changed as God worked to the salvation of His people. God has done many wonders but nothing compares with what took place as Jesus died on the cross for our sin. God has always been concerned about His people.

Habakkuk trembled at the punishment that would come upon the Jews. However, he willingly accepted God"s will with complete trust. "Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation. The LORD God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds" feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed instruments." (Habakkuk 3:18-19) Let us all keep our focus on the heavenly, not upon what may or may not happen with worldly thing. We must come to understand the sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man to our great Creator. God will not forsake you when troubles come.

Verse 1-2
Habakkuk"s prayer for mercy -- Habakkuk 3:1-2 : The chapter begins "A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth." (Habakkuk 3:1) This prayer is "according to Shigionoth." The Amplified Bible translates it, "A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, set to wild, enthusiastic, and triumphal music." The Jerusalem Bible translates it exactly the opposite, "a lamentation, slow, solemn, or mournful." We really do not know what "Shigionoth" means. It seems to be some musical term as this chapter begins with the word "Shigionoth" and ends "To the chief singer on my stringed instruments." (Habakkuk 3:19) Another musical term "Selah" is found three times in this chapter. (Habakkuk 3:3, Habakkuk 3:9, Habakkuk 3:13) This is a term for a pause or a crescendo. It is used 74 times in the book of Psalms and only these three other times in the entire Bible. Likely this chapter is Habakkuk"s "Psalm of Hope."

The prayer from Habakkuk was for God to "Revive" His work or to preserve alive His people. Habakkuk understood that the Lord must punish the wicked but he asked that God temper the punishment with mercy. Habakkuk prayed, "In wrath remember mercy." Habakkuk knew that Judah was soon to be conquered by the Chaldeans yet he prayed, "O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy." Our times have many similarities to Habakkuk"s days. There is sin, violence and all kinds of evil everywhere in our nation. God, the Bible, salvation and the one true church are largely ignored. We very much need revival in our day also.

Verses 3-7
God helps you through difficulties -- Habakkuk 3:3-7 : Habakkuk sees the difficulty that the nation will face but more than that he sees God, who He is and His great power. Habakkuk knew that God would reign supreme over all the earth. He spoke of the presence of God saying, "God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah." These thoughts are among the many abused Bible statements. These were places where God had revealed Himself to His people and helped them during their wilderness journey. There are likely to be associated with God revealing Himself to Moses and the giving of the Law. Habakkuk remembered when, "His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise."

Habakkuk used the expression "horns" to show the power of God. He also referred to an event recorded in Exodus to show the hiding of God"s power. "And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand while I pass by: And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen." (Exodus 33:22-23) Habakkuk remembered God"s power as he thought of Him controlling pestilences during the time of the ten plagues that were brought during the exodus. Habakkuk gave the picture of God as a warrior standing and surveying the earth before the battle. God will stand victorious and all that oppose Him will be crumbled to ruin.

Verses 8-15
God"s power and wrath were demonstrated -- Habakkuk 3:8-15 : God was not disturbed over disobedience of the rivers or the seas. His concern was over a rebellious people. His horses and chariots were prepared. He was at war against evil! Habakkuk described the power of God as His wrath is poured out upon evil. His bow was made ready against the Chaldeans. When His people had received sufficient punishment He would protect and restore the nation. Just a mention of the massive river systems of the world demonstrates the might of the God of heaven. We observe that the God of the universe is all-wise and all-powerful.

Even the inanimate things of creation are said to praise the Lord. "The mountains saw thee, and they trembled: the overflowing of the water passed by: the deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands on high." (Habakkuk 3:10) God controls nature and uses it when He goes to war with a people. Even "The sun and moon stood still in their habitation." This is a reference to Joshua's great victory at Gibeon. (Joshua 10:12-13) The picture that is given is that of God marching through the land of the enemy to free His people. God brought His people out of Egypt and He would likewise deal with the Chaldeans. Habakkuk saw God as giving victory for His people. When troubles come focus on God and pray to Him for mercy.

Verses 16-19
Habakkuk"s Response to God"s Message -- Habakkuk 3:16-19 : When Habakkuk heard God"s message he responded in fear. He knew that destruction was coming upon his nation. He also knew that later God would destroy the Chaldeans. The prophet could remember how God had brought destruction upon evil nations and now God would bring chastisements upon Judah through the Chaldeans. "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls." (Habakkuk 3:17) This kind of misfortune was brought upon nations as punishment for the sins of its people. Habakkuk was anticipating a time when he and his people would struggle even to survive. Yet in such a time his resolve was to worship and serve God.

Habakkuk"s hope was in the Lord God. He said, "I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation." Habakkuk was convinced that things would get bad, but he was committed to serving God regardless. It was easy for the people to promise to do right. In Exodus 24:3 we read, "All the people answered with one voice, and said, All the words which the Lord hath said will we do." These same people soon turned to idolatry. We know not what became of Habakkuk but we do know of his commitment to the Lord. He said, "The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds" feet, and he will make me to walk upon mine high places. To the chief singer on my stringed instruments." (Habakkuk 3:19) Habakkuk knew as we should know that all strength and success comes from God. Trust in God is the way of escape from trials. Habakkuk three closes with the words, "To the chief singer on my stringed instruments." This is likely instructions to sing these words of Habakkuk as a psalm.

